
Unit: 2 Middle Ages 

Grade Level: World History 10th grade 
Unit Name:  The Middle Ages 
Pacing 4 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
9-12.WH.2.CC.B 

Compare the dominant characteristics, 

contributions of and interactions among major 

civilizations of Asia, Europe, Africa, the 

Americas and the Middle East in ancient and 

medieval times. 

 

 

9-12.WH.2.CC.C 

Explain how the Crusades, Scientific 

Revolution, Black Death, and the resulting 

exchanges that followed, impacted Europe and 

led to the Renaissance. 

 

 

 

9-12.WH.2.PC.C 

Analyze the historic rise of Islam, as well the 

expansion of Christianity, Islam and Buddhism 

in order to explain their transformations and 

roles in conflict and cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

 

9-12.WH.2.GS.A 

Compare and contrast governmental systems 

including  

monarchy, oligarchy, dynasty and theocracy  

 

⮚ I will identify the major characteristics of 
the Middle Ages 

⮚ I will identify the major contributions  of 
the Middle Ages. 

⮚ I will compare  and contrast the 
government systems of the Middle Ages 
with that of ancient Rome. 

 
 
 
 

⮚ I will explain the causes and effects of the 
Black Death. 

⮚ I will identify the contributions of the 
scientific Revolution. 

⮚ I will explain the cause and effects of the 
Crusades. 

 
 

⮚ I will analyze the influence and 
consequences of the spread of Christianity 
and Islam. 

⮚ I will describe the birth and spread of 
Islam. 

⮚ I will analyze the cause and effects of the 
Crusades. 

⮚ I will analyze the cause and effect of the 
Reconquista and Inquisition. 

 
⮚ I will explain  the growth of feudalism in 

the Middle Ages 
 
 

Supporting Standards:  
9-12.WH.1.PC.B 

Using a world history lens, examine the origins 

and impact of social structures and 

stratification on societies and relationships 

between peoples 

 

9-12.WH.2.CC.A 

Explain the causes and effects of the expansion 

of societies in Western Africa, Byzantine 

Empire, Gupta India, Chinese Dynasties, and 

Muslim Empires. 

 

9-12.WH.3.CC.C 

Explain the challenges and benefits of large 

land empires including those found in Russia, 

China, and the Middle East.  

 

9-12.WH.2.G.B 

Compare and contrast geographic regions by 

examining the cultural characteristics of 

European, African, Asian, and American 

societies 

 

9-12.WH.3.G.A 

Analyze physical geography to explain the 

availability and movement of resources. 

 

9-12.WH.2.EC.A 

Analyze the flow of goods and ideas along 

ocean and overland trade routes to explain their 

contributions to economic success or failures of 



9-12.WH.1.G.C 

Locate major cities of the world and key world 

nations; the world’s continents and oceans and 

major topographical features of the world. 

 

 

9-12 WH-1.CC.A 

Create and use tools to analyze a chronological 

sequence of related events in world history. 
 

 
⮚ I will identify geographical features of 

areas being studied. 
⮚ I will locate the physical countries of 

Europe 
⮚ I will locate the major cities of Europe 

 
⮚ I will use various types of (timelines, 

charts, maps, diagrams) to analyze events 
in world history. 

societies in Europe, Africa, Middle East, India, 

the Americas and China. 

 

 

Big Ideas: 
 

A steadily growing, complex, and diverse 

Europe witnessed amazing innovations and 

devastating catastrophes. 

 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
 
What political and economic systems emerged 
in Europe after the fall of the Roman empire? 
 
What role did the Church play in European life 
during this time? 
 
What religious, social and economic events led 
to the development of Western Europe? 

Vocabulary: 
Middle Ages 
monastery 
Franks 
secular 
Charlemagne 
lord 
fief 
vassal 
knight 
serf 
manor 
tithe 
chivalry 
tournament 
troubadour 
clergy 
sacrament 
canon law 
lay investiture 
simony 
crusade 
Reconquista 
Inquisition 
guild 
three-field system 
vernacular 
Commercial Revolution 
common law 
Magna Carta 
Great Schism 
bubonic plague 



100 years war 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


